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60 Years and Still Going Strong  

• Contract signed in 1946

• First flight in in 1952
Operational in 1955

• Total of 743 B-52s built 
– Youngest B-52 is 54 years old!

– Less than 100 in service today

“The long rifle was the great weapon of its day…today this B-52 

is the long rifle of the air age”

Gen Nathan Twining, Mar 1954

Built in 1955



B-52, a Movie Star

• In the late 50’s and early 60’s
a number of movies starred 

the B-52



BUFF – Big Ugly Fat Fellow

• Designed as a long-range, subsonic high 
altitude bomber – today’s bomber:
– Eight turbo-fan engines

– 185 ft wide – 159 ft long – 40 ft tall (at the tail)

– Crew of 5 (Pilots-2; Radar Nav, Nav, and EWO)

– Range – ~9,000 miles 

– Max Speed – 650 mph

– Max Ceiling 50,000 ft

– Weapons – A bunch



Wartime Experience

• Cold War – Alert
– Operations Chrome Dome 

and Giant Lance

• Vietnam

– Operations Linebacker I 
and II

• Desert Storm

• Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, 
and Inherent Resolve



B-52 Day-to-Day Operations

• Alert (Back in the day)
– Defense against a surprise 

attack by the Russians

– Pulled a week of alert 
every third week

– 12 minutes (sometimes less) to get to the runway

oCart Starts

oMITO 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQWz7Svmlj4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQWz7Svmlj4


B-52 Alert Operations



B-52 Day-to-Day Operations

• Mission Profile and Planning

– Takeoff and Climb-out

– Air Refueling

– Low Level

– Landing

• Emergency
Procedures

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gah3SbuzFr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gah3SbuzFr0


B-52 Air Refueling



Today and Tomorrow

• Asia-Pacific focus places a renewed emphasis on air 
and naval forces

– “CONECT” (Combat 
Network Communication 
Technology) – a multi-
billion upgrade to allow 
enhance retargeting 

– New radar in 2020s

– Examining new engines
“…a lot of life left in the B-52H 
and it maintains the capacity to 
carry  out it’s dual 
nuclear/conventional roles”

Lt Gen James Kowalksi, 
Dep Commander of 
Strategic Command



B-21 – Raider
• Long-Range Strike 

Bomber (LRS-B)

– Northrop Grumman

• Initial capability  mid-
2020s

• Costs of $550M 
(FY2010$)

• Number to procure is 
still pending but 100 is 
a starting point



In Closing

• 60+ Years and counting

– Plans to fly the B-52 until 2045

• Average Age 

– B-52H is 54+

– USAF Aircraft = 26+

• B-52 mission has 
modified
but still a force



Questions


